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We'll explore how racist and
anti-immigrant policies from

the past have:

Environmental racism in the U.S. is
based on a long history of racial

and ethnic segregation that exposed
underprivileged communities to

environmental hazards 
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Especially low-income
racial and ethnic
minorities

•federalized segregation 
•minimized

underprivileged
individuals’ access to

wealth
•benefitted private

enterprises
•created the legacy of
environmental racism in

present-day America

YOUNG ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ADVOCATES

Through a visit
of San Diego's
neighborhoods

and their
history

CLIMATE
IN

JUSTICE

ommunities



SuburbanizationIndustrialization

Is the refusal of a loan, insurance, or a restriction
of services to individuals deemed to reside in a
low-value area, often due to the racial characteristics
of the neighborhood. The term comes from the Home
Owner’s Loan Corporation residential security maps
created in the 1930s, however, segregation existed in
racist neighborhood covenants before the 1930s.... 

• The suburbs were mostly for
white middle and upperclass
Americans due to restrictive
and discriminatory housing
deeds. 
• The single family zoning in
the suburbs reshaped the
American landscape and
increased car dependency.
• This left low-income
communities and minorities in
urban or industrial
environments, which contain
exponentially higher levels of
air pollution.

The increasing need for goods
and American spending
culture created labor and
infrastructure demands that
oftentimes took advantage of
lower-income communities.

Ex: Transportation systems
focus on the creation of
highways and dismantling of
public transport

Poletown Neighborhood Council v. Detroit gives
precedence (allows) for public use to also include
private industries’ benefit in the understanding that
infrastructure would improve the economy of a
community. 

History of environmental racism

Eminent Domain

different zoning has been outlined

Mixed-use zoning port community
#1 in the county for pollution
burden
Near the top in the county for
diesel pollution
Top 10 statewide for high rents
and low wages
Rate of asthma-related hospital
visits is higher than 92.9% of
census tracts throughout the
state
78% of Barrio Logan’s population
are considered low-income and
98% are minorities

Barrio Logan

Case Study #1

Redlining

These discriminatory appraisal methods were federalized by multiple
government agencies, for example, the Federal Housing Administration
appraised areas and provided loans to mainly white suburbanneighborhoods

Condemned lands are often the
living areas of low-income
communities



Causes:
Cars, wildfires, cities, and major industrial corporations.

Chemical emissions like carbon dioxide and carbon monoxide
are released into the air by industrial factories and oil

refineries
 

Introduction:
Pollution, specifically air pollution, is a driving force

behind climate change and the destruction of our
environment and human health. 
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“W.H.O. data show that almost
all of the global population

(99%) breathe air that exceeds
W.H.O. guideline limits and

contains high levels of
pollutants, with low- and

middle-income countries
suffering from the highest

exposures.”

 - World Health
Organization

On average, San Diego experiences 43.3 days of

unhealthy ozone annually, far exceeding the

3.2-day federal target. Its severe

nonattainment status has resulted in an “F”

rating from the American Lung Association. Since

2015, the number of unhealthy ozone days has

risen by 42 percent.



Urban Heat
What Is It?

Urban heat is when a city have a higher temp then outlying
areas. Some causes for urban heat are low albedo materials,

paved surfaces since they absorb more heat, and lack of
vegetation like trees

 

EFFECT:
Urban Heat disproportionately effects low income

people of color because of lack of resources and city
planning

70% of the areas that low
income and people of color

occupy experiance a sigificant
increase in urbaan heat

compared to areas with richer
white people

Most of places that have an increase in heat are

located in "undesirable" areas such as highways

and industrial areas

 

The increase in urban heat in these communities

leads to the rise of heat related illness such

Hyperthermia and heat stroke  



Kensington and 
city heights

Comparing
spaces
These areas have two differe

nt diverse

sets of backgrounds, culture
,

population, and sets of inco
me. This

leads to very different look
ing spaces.

We photographed some example
s of this in

the following pages.

We walked around Kensington
 and City

Heights, analyzing why one 
area was

different from the other in
 order to get a

real-world understanding of
 environmental

racism. After the trip, we 
interviewed

students at our individual 
schools about

their opinions on environme
ntal racism and

whether they felt affected 
by it or not.

 
 
 



alleyway with
greenery example of its

alleyways

narrower streets
wide streets that increase walkab

ility

Kensington City Heights



park next to a library
and many small restaurants 

locally owned business in city
heights



narrower and busier roads

single-family homes

restaurants and
stores

Kensington City Heights



Contrasting
More nature (trees, bushes, plants).

Buffer zone between the sidewalk and street.

high walkability rate; stores, libraries, parks,
and homes are close to one another.

a more diverse area with low income families.

lacks in diversity with a 78.4% majority of
white people in kensington.

area construction are more well-thought,
developed, and cared for.

Streets are not that well developed.

trash is not taken care of

high temperatures with little shade

more industrialized, dirty, cracks in sidewalks
cool temperature with plenty of shade 

Kensington City heights



I N T E R V I E W  H I G H L I G H T S

“Climate change is really
forcing us to really

understand and talk
about it (environmental
racism), and hopefully
redress the inequities”

-Anchi Mei
North Park 

“Our communities should
balance out where we
spend our money and

help others in need who
don't have resources”

-Minh
Huynh

 La Mesa 



Youth
perspective

Multiple of my family
members have had heat

stroke due to lack
cooling resources

-Nicholas Campbell

I have to spend tons of
money on gas just for
transportation to
school          

-Anthony Nguyen
E N V I R O N M E N T A L

R A C I S M  I S  B A D
 -  A I D E N  H A R V E Y

Living in a low-income
community is rough
due to lack of trees and
the constant
temperature rising              
- Hieu Le

 

Air pollution makes it harder for
asthmatic people in my family to

breathe. Everyone should be able to
freely breathe air without negative

health consequences caused by
industrial pollution.

- Hari Krishnamurthy



HTTPS://WWW.TIKTOK.COM/@VOXDOTCOHTTPS://WWW.TIKTOK.COM/@VOXDOTCO
M/VIDEO/7171095379235360046?M/VIDEO/7171095379235360046?

_R=1&_T=8XKUMJWUP4C&IS_FROM_WEBAP_R=1&_T=8XKUMJWUP4C&IS_FROM_WEBAP
P=V1&ITEM_ID=7171095379235360046P=V1&ITEM_ID=7171095379235360046

TREE EQUITYTREE EQUITY
SCORESCORE

  
HTTPS://TREEEQHTTPS://TREEEQ
UITYSCORE.ORG/UITYSCORE.ORG/



DEFORESTATION

EFFECTS
WHAT CAN WE

DO?

Deforestation is the
process of cutting down

trees and forests for urban
use, 

One of the main
contributors to cl imate

change would be
deforestation. Trees are

l ike chests that store
carbon dioxide. With

lesser trees, and forests,
they release carbon

dioxide and other
greenhouse gases. Forest
loss and damage is the
cause of around 10% of
global warming. There's
simply no way we can

fight the cl imate crisis i f
we don't stop
deforestation.

P l a n t i n g  a  t r e e
R e c y c l e  c a r d b o a r d  &
p a p e r
U s e  l e s s  p a p e r
R e c y c l e  a n d  r e u s e
p r o d u c t s
S p r e a d i n g  a w a r e n e s s

P r e v e n t i n g  d e f o r e s t a t i o n  i s
a s  e a s y  a s :
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